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Dear Reader,
If you have never heard of Fr. Justin, the Founder of the Society of Divine Vocations, this booklet on his life and work may help you discover new spiritual horizons.
But even if you have, "FATHER JUSTIN AND THE SOCIETY OF DIVINE VOCATIONS" will reintroduce you to an extraordinarily ascetic man. For this booklet offers those whose souls seek something more meaningful in life, the opportunity to feed on a profound spirituality. Regardless of your age, Fr. Justin's story will help you in your search for new and lasting values.
His short, but inspiring biography, will lead you to appreciate the holy and steadfast spirit of man tried by many hardships and difficulties. In particular, his concept of the "Vocationary" illustrates an innovation that took much time and effort to implement. And the chapter on "Spirituality" certainly will open rich avenues to Divine Union with the Most Holy Trinity.
These pages of this booklet are informational only; they offer solely a telling of Fr. Justin's life and beliefs. This simple, fluent style of the story makes it an easy and enjoyable read.
Walk with Fr. Justin for a time. Hear what he has said to so many. When you return to your own daily activities, you and the world around you - perhaps - may never look the same.
God bless you,
Fr. James Capraro,
Superior General of the Society of Divine Vocations
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On the morning of September 20, 1913, the Cathedral of Pozzuoli (Naples) was filled to capacity. A young man dressed in a simple alb and cincture lay prostrate before the main altar in the presence of a bishop. Those who observed this young man about to be ordained a priest noticed he was nervous. As the Liturgy progressed and he approached the bishop for the imposition of hands, his eyes were full of tears; his face flushed and his whole being seemed absorbed in deep thought.
Was he another emotional seminarian, frightened by the responsibilities of priesthood? Many people thought so. Yet, the real truth was to emerge only many year later.
After his death, August 2, 1955, in his notebook dated September 20, 1913, these words found: "While prostrate in the Cathedral of Pozzuoli waiting for my ordination, I vowed to the Lord our God to found a religious congregation to cultivate an Apostolate for God's Vocation to Faith, Priesthood and Holiness." That notebook belonged to Father Justin Russolillo, the founder of the Society of Divine Vocations.
Evidently, on the day of his ordination he had every reason to be nervous. His whole life was being committed to the realization of an idea that he had cherished for many years as God's will and inspiration.
Let us briefly look both at the birth and development of this idea and at the priest to whom it had been entrusted.
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Father Justin was born on January 18, 1891 in Pianura (Naples), then a rather small town in back of the posillipo peninsula not far from Pozzuoli a region of extinct volcanoes. His parents were Luigi and Giuseppina Simpatia, humble people who lived an outstanding Christian life.

	The day Father Justin was born, an unusual and abundant snowfall occurred in Pianura, an area where snow very rarely appears. That same day his parents brought the infant through the snow to the Church for baptism. Justin was the third of six boys and girls. From this beautiful nest the Lord picked three for himself: Justin became a Priest and Founder of the Society of Divine Vocations; Ciro entered the Congregation later on, and also became a Priest; and Giovanna joined the female branch of the same congregation, eventually becoming its Superior General.
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	In addition to his parents who included in him the basic principles of Christian life, Fr. Justin remembered with deep gratitude the part played in his vocation by his three aunts, all school teachers.
Upon completion of his elementary school, a very serious problem arose. From early on, Fr. Justin had said to everyone that he wanted to be a priest. He strengthened his wish through prayer and reception of the sacraments. In order to satisfy his desire, it was necessary to provide a seminary and the means to pay for tuition.
His family was quite large, and the means at their disposal were limited. His parents tried to approach a wealthy man in Pianura and seek his help. When they were turned down, his mother in a mixture of anger and a transport of faith told here son: "Don't be afraid, Justin, you mother will send you to the seminary even if she has to pawn her eyeballs." Sustained by this faith and determination, Justin was sent to the Pozzuoli's diocesan seminary. During the entrance examination, one of the teachers said: "I have never come across a young man as intelligent as this one." He was admitted to the first year of high school.
Yet this beautiful and promising vocation was threatened in time by some adverse events. At first his father was severely injured while working and, subsequently, one of his aunts- who was paying for part of his tuition - suddenly died. At this point, it was impossible for Giuseppina to keep her son in the seminary. However, before taking any painful decision, she decided to go to Bishop Giuseppe Zezza who, when he heard the story, immediately offered his help.
Justin continued his studies in the seminary; he finished high school, college, a year of Philosophy and the first two years of Theology. As a result of the updating of seminary curriculum decreed by Pius X, Justin was sent to the newly built Regional Seminary of Posillipo, staffed by the Jesuit Fathers. Since the New accommodations were not all ready for occupation, Justin was given a room in the religious house of the same fathers, which was attached to the new seminary.
Justin's intelligence, goodness, humility and spirit of prayer were irresistable and contagious. One priest who lived in the same house, Monsignor Nicola Esposito, said, "That little room where Justin lived remained lit up long into the night. We used to peek through the keyhole and see him on his knees praying before a crucifix. It was my distinct impression and that of my peers and superiors that we were in the presence of an angel."
The Jesuit Fathers, especially Father Antonio Stravino, Giuseppe De Giovanni, and Giuseppe Manzo, very often spoke with enthusiasm about this new seminarian and referred to him as the most intelligent and holy seminarian who ever passed through their theological institute. Father Stravino, in particular, once said, "Justin is a saint who should be canonized during his life; the Church should make an exception for him." His remarks are much more significant when we learn from other sources that Father Stravino was extremely moderate his praises. 
On Semptember 20, 1913, Justin was ordained a priest. The reception in his town was a warm and joyous one, and was marked by two coincidental occurrences that heightened the happiness of everyone in town. An abundant rain fell after many months of drought, and the new aqueduct that brought the city water to the whole are of Pianura was finally opened. People from every walk of life were exceptionally joyful that day. At a certain point, someone from the crowd welcoming the new priest exclaimed: "We want him to be our Pastor!" Immediately, everyone joined in that thunderous popular outcry. 
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Father Justin, however, was not to become a pastor as easily as people wished. The bishop of Pozzuoli, the Most Reverend Zezza, called Father Justin to the seminary and put him in charge of the formation of the new seminarians.
As soon as he began his first mission, a sizable group of young men started visiting him in Pozzuoli from Pianura every week, covering the distance of six miles between the two on foot.
What was happening? From his first years as a seminarian Father Justin had shown his strong inclination to the apostolate among the very young, exercising a very powerful influence over them. In his biography of Fr. Justin, A PRIEST OF YESTERDAY, Fr. O. Anella says, "The daily catechism taught to young people was the first and greatest Apostolate that the servant of God, Father Justin, began in his native town every time he returned there for his vacation. His arrival in town was always a great occasion for celebration on the part of the little ones who met him with joy and gathered around him in the garden of his father's house."
Together with the catechism, he would teach them songs, games, the Bible, and would read with artful skill the lives of the saints. At times, more than two hundred visited, all singing songs that he himself had composed or adapted."
His intention was to fulfill two objectives: first, guide the children of his town in the knowledge of our Religion and second, identify among them those who showed some signs of a call to priesthood or religious life. With his keen intuition, he would pick them put, separate them from others and instruct them with special attention, as Jesus had done with his twelve Apostles. Once he had discerned in them the sure signs of the divine call, he would start displaying before their eyes the beauty of consecrated life.
He called this special group "The faithful one." These were the young boys who started going to Pozzuoli to visit Father Justin. It seemed that they couldn't live without him; they needed him, they needed the bread that their spiritual Father had made them taste. Those visits to Father Justin were moving proof of their endurance, and Father Justin himself was touched by their affection. With them, Father Justin prayed often and, with them, dreamed of a future... religious life. He prayed, fasted and did penance and begged the Lord to show him the way.
His prayer and mortifications were heard from above. After a few months of directing the discipline and growth of the seminarians in Pozzuoli, Bishop Zezza became aware of Father Justin's poor health and decided to send him back to Pianura.
The joy of the "faithful one" was overwhelming. Father Justin then proceeded to organize them according to his ideals and, on April 30, 1914, in his father's house, he made the first attempt at common life. Everything was taking place with the consent and understanding of the members of his family and 'Papa' Luigi even offered to extend his Justin's apartment.
It was decided also that Aunt Michelina would take care of the kitchen and Father Justin, donning an apron, volunteered to wait on the table. At night, the boys would go to sleep and he would mend their socks and pants and get everything ready for the following day. It was something new; everyone was apprehensive about the future and wondered what was lurking around the corner.
The idyllic experience lasted only fifteen days. Bishop Zezza, who had gone to Soccavo, a little village near Pianura, for a pastoral visit, sent for Father Justin and in no uncertain terms told him that he had heard about the experiment at common life and he did not like it. The new experience, he said, was to be discontinued immediately.
Needless to say, this order came like a shock to the servant of God, but he accepted the order with resignation and told the bishop that he was ready to obey. Father Justin's idea was God's work and as such it had to be tried and put through the crucible.
That day, while still in Soccavo, he decided to go and visit some members of his family who were living there. He tried to open his soul to and share his grief with his Aunt Scherillo but she, instead of comforting him, gave him as a present a cross made of hard wood. The gift was to be a symbolic one.
When he returned to his house in Pianura, he ate with his usual serenity and joviality. Only at the end of the meal did he take our the cross he had received as a gift. With calm and resignation he said, "We are all children of the Cross; let us submit our will to our superiors and be like Jesus who sacrificed His will to His Father's wishes." He disbanded the "faithful ones" as a community but continued getting together with them in the garden of his father's house where the formation work went on informally.
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	The brief experiment at common life with the "faithful one," however, proved to be contagious. As he was submitting himself to obedience, the Lord showered his favors upon his dreams. A group of young and pious girls of Pianura, who used to gather around a devout woman of the area, petitioned Father Justin to organize them. Father Justin accepted the invitation and started partaking in their meetings and, after an intensive religious preparation, on August 15, 1914, he consecrated them to the Blessed Mother as "Slaves of Mary."



	This group of twelve girls quickly spread throughout the parish and became like the good yeast among their peers. It was a new group of souls that later on would inspire Father Justin to establish the female branch of the Congregation.
As a result of the order received from the Bishop, Father Justin on one hand continued to work among the young with prudence and always under the direction of the local pastor and, on the other hand, he felt compelled to address his plea for a new congregation to Rome. On July, 1915, as a matter of fact, he wrote to the Sacred Congregation for Religious, but he never received an answer. Then his spiritual director advised him to write directly to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri, Secretary of State of his Holiness, and reveal to him his "plan" to establish a new religious family for the gratuitous care of vocations. The news about his letter went around diocese; one day the Vicar General of the diocese told Father Justin: "Justin, is it true that you wrote to Rome?" "Yes," was his answer. The Vicar continued: "Do you have extraordinary sings?" "No," Father Justin replied; then added: "But I have all the ordinary ones." The Vicar General concluded: "Well if our bishop is transferred from here, it will certainly be an extraordinary sign for all of us."
The extra ordinary sign was was to come. Bishop Zezza later was transferred to Naples, and before he left he began showing some interest in Father Justin's plan and had encouraging words for him. 
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The First World War was already raging all over Europe. In 1915, Italy entered the conflict. As a result, Father Justin was called to into service in spite of the fact that in the medical inspection he had undergone at the age of twenty, he was declared temporarily unfit, and soon after had been dismissed as permanently unfit. However, now that war had broken out, he was called again for a review of fitness. The head of the committee, who reviewed his physical condition, was a ferocious anti-clerical; in spite of the fact that Father Justin appeared very frial and weak, he declared him fit for service.
The day Father Justin left for the front, a captain looked at him and felt so sorry for the man who was succumbing under the weight of his knapsack that he asked a young boy to help him fasten it.
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	For two years Father Justin dragged himself among the soldiers and tried to assist as many as possible as a paramedic. 
Meanwhile, his healed did not improve. One day a medical officer felt so moved by this "walking skeleton" that he decided to send him home with a recommendation for permanent discharge.
Father Justin went home, but final discharge never came. His family then decided to address their plea to Queen Helen and beg her to intervene on behalf of Father Justin. He was called for an additional review of his fitness. This time his condition was recognized and a final discharge was quickly granted.
His military duties had not discontinued the communication between him and his young groups in Pianura. Both from the barracks and front line, he continued reaching them with circular letters that his boys at home literally devoured.
One day during his military service, he met the sisters of Saint Bartholomea Capitanio in Mestre (Venice) and, observing the tremendous work they carried on in the hospitals, he was confirmed in the idea of a female branch of his Congregation and in his plan of enlisting his sister Giovanna's help in this new endeavor.
Now that he was free of military service, he would have liked to dedicate himself to the building of his two congregations, but he felt paralyzed by the order that he had received from the Bishop of Pozzuoli. In order to break the manacles that had been snapped around his vocation plan, he decided to appeal to the Bishop of Troia (Foggia), the Most Reverend Fortunato Farina, and ask permission to establish in his Diocese a Congregation for Vocations. Bishop Farina, on July 8, 1920, offered Father Justin the administration of the seminary and a convent for his Religious, who would be allowed to attend the school at the diocesan seminary.
It was at this time that his Excellency, Pasquale Ragosta, Bishop of Ischia and Apostolic Administrator of Pozzuoli, invited Father Justin to enter the canonical process for the pastorship of the parish of St. George Martyr in Pianura, which had suddenly become vacant.
The servant of God, with much clarity and humility, told the Most Reverend Bishop Ragosta both of his intention of founding Congregation exclusively for vocations and of the difficulty he had encountered with Bishop Zezza fomer Bishop of Pozzuoli. He concluded that if he would enter the canonical procedure for the pastorship of the Parish of St. George Martyr; however, if there were any difficulty in obtaining such permission, there would be no alternative but to accept the invitation from the Bishop of Troia to join his Diocese and do there the work God had called him to do in Pianura.
Bishop Ragosta acceded to his request and Father Justin, as a result, entered the pastorship process. On September 20, 1920, he officially became the pastor of his home town.
On October, 18, 1920, in the Rectory of St. George Martyr, with the blessing of Bishop Ragosta, still the temporary Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Pozzuoli, the Society of opened its door to all those young men who wished to dedicate their lives to the service of vocations.
It was the beginning of the Society of the Divine Vocations. As the number of the candidates who flocked to Father Justin started to grow, the necessity of establishing a Mother House became compelling. Once Bishop Ragosta gave permission to acquire a building site, the erection of a Vocationary, with the help of generous benefactors, soon became a reality. This was the first Vocationary which was named "Deus Charitas", "God is Love."
For a better and more complete development of the Congregation, Father Justin designed a female branch of the Congregation - "The Sisters of the Divine Vocations, Vocationist Sisters." With the authorization of the same Bishop Pasquale Ragosta on October 1, 1921, in an apartment at Villa Caleo Corso D'Aosta, in Pianura Naples, Father Justin invited a large group of young girls that he had previously formed spiritually and organized under the name of "Pious Union" and with them planned and established the Society of Divine Vocations for women.
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	God's work seemed to be spreading very fast and the Holy Spirit appeared to be filling the sails of the ship.
On May 26, 1927, the Society of Divine Vocations for Men received the first Diocesan decree of approval from the new Bishop of Pozzuoli, the Most Reverend Giuseppe Petrone. It was followed by the approval of the Sisters. This divine blessing caused many Bishops to invite the Servant of God to work in their Dioceses. After a few years, the center and south of Italy were dotted with his Religious houses, both for men and women.
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Father Justin’s family deserves a special mention in the history of his Congregation. As a matter of fact, Father Justin’s first collaborators were his parents.
As stated before, his father treated the “Faithful Ones” as his own children and lent his support to any initiative that Father Justin designed. He died on January 11, 1950.
His mother, Josephine, certainly was not less generous with her tender care and understanding for the work and dreams of her son. She followed with maternal joy the birth and development of the Vocationist Congregation and always gave full support and encouragement to her Justin. She passed away on February 10, 1951.
Aunt Michelina was another devoted co-worker in Father Justin’s undertaking. She poured out her whole life on behalf of the Vocationary and died dreaming of better days of her nephew. 
Another gift of Divine Providence, especially for the female branch of the Society of Divine Vocations was Giovannina, the third of Father Justin’s four sisters. At the age of 27, she returned to the classroom to obtain a diploma on early childhood and elementary school education. She was to be the first Superior General of the Vocationist Sister. Under the leadership, the Sisters were well organized, formed and developed.
We could write a full book about Father Justin’s brother Ciro, who was the fourth five brothers. He was hard working, robust, very ingenious and liked to combine studies with his blacksmith skill. One day, he went to his father and said: “Papa”, “I would like to join Father Justin.” His father answered: “My son, go wherever God calls you.” There was an uproar among his brothers who did not like Ciro’s ideas, but Papa’ Luigi was very firm. “Let him go wherever he wants” he said “He has permission.” Ciro decided to embrace a life of penance and fasting and rigorous studying for priesthood. On November 29, 1931, he was ordained a priest. His mission was to restore many old monasteries which eventually were converted into Vocationaries. He was a priest, a priest-worker, a bricklayer and a mechanic.
On July 5, 1953 he joined Vocationist Mission in Brazil and cared for the spiritual welfare of two parishes in the diocese of Amargosa. Afterwards, he came to the United States, visited his sister’s family in Asbury Park, N.J. and dreamed of a Vocationary in this blessed land.
Father Ciro died in Italy while doing parish work and seeking ever new challenges.
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The work begun by Father Justin was spreading throughout Italy and both congregations were becoming very active and efficient in their catechetical work in parishes and in their service to vocations to priesthood and religious life. It seemed that the future would be very promising as the sailing for the little boat of the Society of Divine Vocations was very smooth; yet menacing clouds all of a sudden began gathering and threatening the very existence of the Society.



	Rumors about the poor maintenance and support of the young boys in the Vocationary and about the alleged irregularity of studies of the Vocationist candidates started affecting the work that had been painfully started.
At a certain point, even the approval of the Congregation on a Diocesan level was called into question because said approval supposedly had been issued without a previous consent from Rome. When Father Justin realized that his Congregation was in danger, he decided to make an attempt at extending his work and ideals to more dioceses. He requested Cardinal Ascalesi of Naples permission to open, in his Archdiocese, a House of Studies both for philosophy and theology students. His request was granted with a request from the Cardinal that he also try to contact other Dioceses. Father Justin willingly accepted that charge and was pleasantly surprised to be informed by Bishop Cammarota of Capaccio Valla and Bishop Cuccarollo of Bovino and Bishop dell'Isola of Cava dei Tirreni that they were willing to accept the help of his religious with open arms in their Dioceses. Meanwhile, the accusations against the Congregation continued and found their way to Rome. This caused much distress to Father Justin and partially paralyzed the work of the Vocationist.
Bishop Petrone of Pozzuoli made every effort to answer these accusations, rectifying or denying the accusations point by point and by firmly stating that the performance of the Vocationary in Pianura was excellent. In his report, he spoke highly of "goodness and docility of Pastor Russolillo" and he added: "That he himself had received in his seminary many good young men who had originally been in the Vocationary. Bishop Petrone concluded his report stating: "The good Pastor Russolillo is well known for his honesty, piety and uncommon zeal".
The undaunted support of Bishop Petrone worked wonders. As a matter of fact, on June 2, 1931, the Diocesan decree of approval that had prevously been questioned as to its validity, was officially endorsed by the Vatican. This new step was hailed wiht renewed hope and some fears and as well by both Congregations. As a matter of fact, everyone realized that the new action taken by Rome had brought both Congregations under the direct scrutiny of Vatican.
Bishop Petrone, on January 18, 1933, encouraged by the recent news and heeding a plea from Father Justin, decided to make a formal application to Rome for the final decree of approval of the Society in these terms, "The Society of Divine Vocations would like to see its effort crowned by a pontifical approval... It is my firm conviction that the Vocationist Congregation...will bring the Church many blessings as it has already done to my own Diocese and many other Dioceses which have accepted in their Seminaries hundreds of young men had been originally educated in the Vocationary."
At this point, Father Oreste Anella in his biography of Father Justin, A PRIEST OF YESTERDAY , with a tinge of irony writes: Father Justin was only guilty of taking article 1353 of the Canon Law too literally." The canon says: "All priests, but especially pastors, will try to remove from the allurement of the world all those young men who show signs of vocation to priesthood and shall teach them piety and knowledge while cultivating in them the seed of vocation."
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The Vocationist Fathers were all waiting for the approval from the Congregation for Religious because they believed the petition of Bishop Petrone could not possibly remain unanswered. The Lord however, had decided otherwise. In order to purify the two Congregations and establish them on more unshakable ground, special visitors were to be appointed by the Vatican. It was their task to pu the Congregations in a crucible and hammer out of final image that it would finally present to the Church and to the world. As a matter of fact, Bishop Castaldo who, in the meantime, had replaced Bishop Petrone in the Diocese of Pozzuoli on August 3, 1934 received word from the congregation for Religious that the petition of Bishop Petrone on behalf of the Society of Divine Vocations had been denied. In addition, to make things even worse, Bishop Castaldo confirmed some vague accusations launched aginst the Congregation by some elements that had been expelled by from the Society. As a result of all this, dispositions came from Rome that were so restrictive that the existence of the Vocationist Society was threatened. Father Justin, in answer to this attack, wrote a "Memorandum" to Rome in defense of his Congregation and entrusted it to Bishop Castaldo with a request to forward it to the Congregation for Religious.
Father Domenico Mondrone S.J. in a profile of Father Justin thus comments on this particular incident in Father Justin's life: "Evidently, the bearer that Father Justin had chosen with so much faith and with so much promise of submission to the orders of the superior, in all honesty was not the best one". However, Bishop Castaldo still was the Ordinary of the Diocese...and had to be obeyed.
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	For a long time, a large volume of correspondence between Rome and Pianura via Pozzuoli went on; then, in spite of a series of remedies administered and changes effected by Father Justin in his Congregation, Rome with a decree of July 21, 1941, sent an Apostolic visitor to the Vocationist Fathers in the person of Father Raffaele M. Baldini of the Servants of Mary. This was the first station of a "via cucis" that submitted Father Justin to painful experiences which at the end revealed the evidence of his holiness and the strength of his faith in the work that he had begun.

	The Apostolic Visitor, Fr. Raffaele M. Baldini, was a gentleman and a religious with profound faith and refined spirituality. When he first met Father Justin, he immediately detected his holiness and good intentions and became his ally and friend.
The first thing that he reported to the Congregation for Religious was the opposing viewpoints existing between Bishop Castaldo and Father Justin. In a letter written to the Congregation for Religious he said: "The Bishop of Pozzuoli in his fixed idea that the Vocationists are not to be religious cannot objectively evaluate those little defects that are very common among religious." Then he concluded: "This way of thinking of the Bishop certainly does not contribute to a dispassionate evaluation of the Society."
At a later date, Father Baldini said: "It is my opinion, I confess, that the way the Bishop views the Congregation has not helped my work."
In another report, Father Baldini pointed out that "as for the accusations that had been leveled against them, they were caused...by some of their bad Oblates and by anonymous letters addressed both to the Bishop, to the sacred Congregation for Religious and to the Pope himself. "It is to be noted," he concluded, "that some of these letters have been sent by someone who had been recommended to the care of the Vocationists by the Archbishop of Naples."
Father Baldini did not hide the defects and gaps existing in the Society, yet he emphasized a lot of good in the Congregation and expressed no doubt about the hopes for the Congregation in the future.
Meanwhile, he noticed that in Rome "A Plan to remove the Servant of God, Father Justin, from the government of his Congregation was afoot and gaining momentum." On September 22, 1944 he wrote Rome expressing his strong opposition to such plan. The following month, when Father Justin himself found out about the plan of action being nurtured in Rome, he wrote to Father Baldini: "Father, if you think that I am an impediment to the well-being of my Congregation, please put me aside in any corner; I will deem it a special blessing as long as I remain a religious and serve the Lord God in this Congregation. Where and how I live does not matter."
This letter convinced Father Baldini even more that Father Justin "was the only person who could govern the Socieity of Divine Vocations."
Knowing that the one who was sponsoring this movement was Monsignor Pasetto, undersecretary of the Congregation for Religious, Fr. Baldini wrote to him,... "It does not seem opportune, rather it seems very dangerous to me to remove the pious Founder from the direction of his Society."
Unfortunately, this firm and impassionate appeal from Father Baldini remained unanswered. Monsignor Pasetto, who by now had become the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation for Religious, on April 23, 1945, deemed it prudent to have Father Serafino Cuomo, a Franciscan, appointed Superior General of the Vocationists both for the male and female branch of the Congregation.
Father Baldini, who in the meantime had learned to love the Vocationists, felt very deeply wounded by these harsh measures and in saying good bye to Father Justin thus wrote to him: "It is with deep regret my dear and Reverend Father that I part from you. Please, forgive me if I have not succeeded in doing my work better and for being unsuccessful in dispellinga another trial. I have done what I could; I cannot do anything any longer. As of now, I have not received the official communication yet from the Vatican...about my dismissal...and this seems very strange to me; I am sure however, that this measure has already been taken...Let's raise our minds, my dear Father Justin, to supernatural thoughts and reflection and let's offer to God our respective mortification for the good of our soul and the salvation of your religious family.
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At this point, the bad news spread and reached all the friends of the Vocationist Fathers. Father Mazzei, Spiritual Director of Father Justin, deeply affected by the sad events that were taking place in the Vocationist Society, decided to write to Pius XII and, among other things, said, "Most Holy Father, the Institute of the Vocationists is a new one and is making its way into the Church through the assiduous and loving work of its Founder. He has a great soul favored by God and guided by Him in his foundation work... His presence is necessary among his religious so they may mature and their religious family may develop in full ....Most Holy Father I put this petition of mine in your hands...forgive me if I dare to ask your Holiness to leave Father Justin, man of God, in his place and leave at the same time as Apostolic visitor, Father Baldini, who for many years has helped the growing of the Vocationist family".
Fr. Mazzei wrote to no avail.
Father Justin was removed as Superior General and Father Baldini was replaced by Father Cuomo.
Meanwhile, a very unpleasant incident had taken place to make things even worse. During the Second World War, when Father Justin and his Congregation were kept separated from Rome for a long time, a certain layman, Mr. Omnis who had been dismissed by the Vocationists and had been granted only temporary hospitality in their religious house of Anagni, succeeded with false documentation, in being ordained Sub deacon by the local Bishop.
As soon as military operation permitted, Father Giorgio Saggiomo, Vicar General of the Vocationist Fathers, traveled to Rome with a stop in Anagni. There, once acquainted with Omnis' fraudulent ordination, he informed Father Baldini who still was the Apostolic Visitor, in an attempt to mitigate the adverse impact of that regrettable event.
It was too late. The news reached Rome immediately and wrought havoc in the Congregation. This incident certainly contributed to the confirmation of the original plan of appointing Father Cuomo as Superior General of the Fathers and Sisters.
Father Cuomo started governing the Congregation with preconceived ideas.
Father Mazzei, Father Justin's spiritual director, in a letter to Pius XII, thus described the situation that had soon materialized between Father Justin and the new Apostolic Visitor and Superior General: (The Apostolic visitor) "...tries to separate his religious from their Father...he would like to remove Father Justin from Pianura but he is unable to do so only because he is a pastor there...shortly, Father Cuomo will come to Rome and report to you about this matter".
How did Father Justin react to the storm that had enveloped him and the Religious Society? A letter that he wrote to his sister, Giovanna, who also had been deposed as a Superior General of the Sisters, best describes his humble acceptance of God's will. In this letter he indicates the main spiritual advantages that might be derived from the measures taken against him and his Congregation:

	· If we think of these measures as human instruments we may suffer; yet, if we look at the Divine Mind that uses them for our own good we shall rejoice.
· The real reasons for these measures are not those in the heads of people who caused them or imposed them. The real reasons are to be found in God...and they are a mystery of predilection for our persons and our congregations.
· With these measures, according to the world we fall down but according to the Lord, we really rise up.
· With this purification, we receive a very sure sign that the Lord wants to admit us to His Divine Union and partake in the holiness of the Saints.
· This is the real gift that the Divine Trinity has entrusted to us and only in Heaven we will understand its incomparable value".
	[image: Sr. Giovanna, Fr. Justin' s sister : Co-Founder and First Superior General of the Vocationist Sisters]



	Then he concluded: "Let's ask the Lord to grant us, through all these events, the blessedness of the Beatitudes and the enjoyment of all the fruits of the Holy Spirit."
As it was to be expected, the change in the government of the Congregation and the privation of the daily spiritual sustenance of the religious from the Founder, caused dispersion and disorientation.
Father Justin became very worried and decided to write to the Apostolic Visitor and Superior General about this painful situation, which was putting the Congregation in a very serious danger.
Father Cuomo, who by now had started changing his mind about Father Justin, listened to him after a long reflection came to the decision of returning the spiritual direction of both Congregations to Father Justin.
Father Cuomo had understood that the Congregation did not reflect the description presented to him by the secretary of the Congregation for Religious, and realized that Father Justin was not the disobedient priest that some people had described. Moreover, Father Cuomo slowly observed that this new opinion about Father Justin was being strengthened and shared by many Bishops.
However, the incomprehension, slanders and malicious gossips that had accumulated against Father Justin and his work were just too many to disappear as by magic.
The agony had to go on for many more years and Father Justin had to remain in the crucible so that his virtues one day could shine brightly.
It seems almost unbelievable that while he was being mistreated and misunderstood, once, in writing to his superiors, he would state, "I am very sorry for being the involuntary cause of displeasure to my ecclesiastical superiors and for exposing my Congregation to destruction." This kind of humility could not remain without reward.
Father Cuomo remained as Superior General of both Congregations for fifteen months. During this time, many transfers were effected, new houses were founded and many situations and wounds were healed. Before the Visitor completed his job he planned to have an election in the Congregation and to exclude Father Justin as a candidate for Superior General. This election never took place and, upon Father Cuomo's departure from the Congregation, the Holy Seed deemed it prudent to appoint the Vicar General, Father Giorgio Saggiomo, as acting Superior General of the Fathers. He remained in this position for six months only.



	[image: Cardinal Lavitrano and Fr. Justin surrounded by a group of Vocationist Fathers]
	At the end of this period Cardinal Lavitrano, the new Perfect of the Congregation for Religious, presided over the Chapter of the Vocationist Fathers and announced the election of Father Justin as Superior General of the Congregation. It was April 10, 1947. That date will never be forgotten by the Vocationists and all their friends.
The Vocationist Congregation of the Sisters and Fathers became Congregations of Pontifical Rights respectively on May 24, and January 3, 1948. 
Return to Top



	[bookmark: TRIED_TO_THE_VERY_END]TRIED TO THE VERY END 
This was a time in which everyone started breathing more easily and Father Justin began thinking of sending his Religious overseas.
In April of 1950, at the request of the Cardinal of Bahi (Brazil), a little group of Religious headed by Father Uo Fraraccio crossed the ocean and established the first Vocationist mission in that land. In November of the same year, eight theology students and a Vocationist priest headed for Salvador (Bahia) to join the other Religious.
	[image: Fr. Justin carrying the Blessed Sacrament a few days before his last sickness and death]



	Now, the Congregation had to ascend just one final step and obtain the Decretum Laudis. In order to facilitate this work, the Vocationists requested the Holy See to appoint an Assistant. It was granted in the person of the Jesuit Father Gisuseppe Manzo.
When the sailing seemed to be smooth and everything seemed to prosper and grow with the acquisition of a house on Via Cortina d' Ampezzo, Rome, a new and unforeseen storm beset the Congregation and threatened to shake its very foundations.
A dreadful financial crisis had developed and the Congregation found itself engulfed in and almost drowned by debts.
This painful situation had been caused by some administrative mistakes made by the Treasurer General, Father Giorgio Saggiomo, who was a saintly man but certainly not an expert in finances. It was the last odyssey Father Justin had to face. He suffered under the weight of debts for many years. During this time he prayed in humility and resignation. Finally, a loan from Pope Pius XII and the sale of some properties of the Congregation provided the light at the end of the tunnel...and the Congregation could finally breathe again.
Unfortunately, Father Justin did not see his dream materialize. His health was quickly deteriorating. His body had been submitted to penance and had endured numerous sickness; his mind had been disturbed by fear of a financial debacle...The end seemed to be near.
On July 21, 1955, he wrote to Father Oreste Anella that he wished to leave for the Cilento region to recuperate. He left, but returned immediately.
He went to bed never to rise again. On August 2, 1955, surrounded by his Religious, he returned his soul to the Lord. He was only 64; certainly he was not an old man but he was ready for Heaven.
On the day of his ordination he had offered his life for the success of the Society of Divine Vocations. Evidently God had granted his wish and accepted his offer.



	[image: Fr. Justin's humble casket]
When he died, the Congregation of the Vocationist Fathers had 110 priests and 70 professed members, 20 novices, and 500 aspirants. The Vocationist Sisters numbered 340 Professed Members, 30 Novices, 13 Postulants, and 200 Aspirants. 
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	[bookmark: GODS_FACE_SHONE_THROUGH_HIM]GOD'S FACE SHONE THROUGH HIM [image: From everywhere people came to mourn Fr. Justin's death]
During his life simple people, religious, bishops and cardinals seemed to detect in his personality something supernatural and felt attracted by his pious manners.
Everyone in the are where Father Justin lived wanted to see and talk to him and receive a word of encouragement.
Parishioners, priests, politicians, men of culture, professionals, prodigal sons, each day formed a long line to see Father Justin. He welcomed everyone with a smile that opened hearts and minds to faith and hope.



	In his spiritual life, his fixed goal was Divine Union with God. This was the ascetical program that he practiced. This was the aim that he inculcated in every soul and to its achievement he dedicated his whole life.
Father Louis Caputo in the first English biography of Father Justin, A SERVANT OF THE DIVINE VOCATIONS, remarks: "His ministry consisted mostly in preaching, teaching and administering the sacraments. He never tired of giving lectures and retreats to priests and sisters... he believed in universal sanctification, and indicated spiritual direction as the most effective means of leading people up the ladder of Christian perfection."
The transcendent world was his passion and the following spiritual writings all talk about its beauty: "Spiritus Orations," "Offertories of the Most Precious Blood," "Ascension," "Heaven of Heavens," "The Piety of the Seminary," "Evangelization of the Divine Union," "I am the vine and you are the branches," "Remain in my love," etc. They are hymns of praise and love to the Lord of the Universe.
However, we should not believe that he was a man who only lived in the world of the spiritual.
Father Justin also knew how to be very human and to use his keen intelligence to savor the humanistic culture. He read the Bible every day and enjoyed it greatly, but very frequently he read Latin and Greek texts and displayed a deep knowledge of classical literature. He was good poet also, "...who gave up writing poetry - as we read in the preface to "Spiritus Orationis" - so that he might write more beautiful verses in Heaven."



	[image: Fr. Justin's Ascetical and Prayer Books]
	One day an intellectual from Paris asked a friend who had been at Ars to visit John Vianney: "What did you see at Ars?" "I have seen God in a man," was the answer.
Anyone who came back from seeing the humble priest from Pianura would have answered the same. Father Justin was a man absorbed in God in whom he had found all the reasons for his being. 
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Fr. Justin's life was motivated by an exceptional spirit of penance and mortification of the senses. In January, 1935, he wrote in his diary: ;"Physical penance is must and should include our early rising everyday."
He wanted his religious to keep themselves always well occupied to avoid any occasion of sin. "The Vocationist" - he said - "should not have time to think of himself and should avoid any useless thought, work or deed."
His day was spent in prayer and union with God giving always first priority to the morning mediation.
Patience and humility found their natural habitat in his privileged soul. With unusual sweetness, he received and talked both to holy and sinful people and for both he had an encouraging word and a benevolent smile.
His heroic spirit was continually tested and his soul refined in the fire of adversities and contradictions.
Unlimited faith in the Divine Providence sustained him in the dark hours of his Congregation. He used to say frequently: "Divine Providence will never let us down; let's make sure that we don't let it down."
In his diary of June 23, 1931, he jotted down: "Heroic actions are not only those which require extraordinary efforts of patience, humility and charity but, also those simple ones we perform every day in a spirit of humility and love." Thus, he concluded "even a genuflection may be an heroic deed."
Special love flowed from his heart for those who worked with him for divine vocations. "O, faithful Vocationists," he exclaimed, " I would like to hug you... you are the souls I would like to lead to a total union with God."



	[image: Pope John Paul II, blesses the Vocationist Parish of St. Gabriel in Rome]
Fr. Oreste Anella S.D.V., in one of his conference on Fr. Justin, thus said about Fr. Justin's sensitivity: "Especially nature in bloom gave him the opportunity for long mediations. Many times he was seen squeezing between his fingers the corolla of a spring flower and questioning it tenderly...other times he was seen crying in the presence of an almond tree in full bloom." From his sensitive heart came those sublime expression used in his "Prayer of Thanksgiving for Natural Gifts": "I give you thanks, O Lord, for the caress of dawn and the kisses of flowers, for the warmth of fire and refreshment of water, for the sweetness of every taste and the fragrance of every perfume, for the voice of my conscience and the energy of my will."
With his Trinity centered soul, he conceived and tried to inculcate in others the idea that every human being is called to holiness and all creation is striving to eventually form a circle of love around our Triune God.
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Since Father Justin's death, his tomb has attracted many souls in quest of favors and blessings from above. His religious, people from Pianura and neighboring towns came to see the place where lay the remains of their saintly Pastor, and sought his intercession for the healing of their bodies and souls.
Many extraordinary events, which we do not venture to call miracles without the Church's approval, are attributed to his prayers.
With the passing of the years, the devotion to Father Justin on the part of people from every walk of life greatly increased and prompted the Vocationist Fathers to ask the Congregation for the Cause of Saints to introduce the process of beatification of Father Justin.
[image: Cardinal Corrado Ursi starts Fr. Justin's Cause of Beatification]Their petition was granted on April 3, 1978 and Father Oreste anella was officially appointed as General Postulator of the cause. On January 18, 1980, before a huge crowd, the Cardinal of Naples, Corrado Ursi, opened the first session of the process. Since then 309 sessions have been held, numerous witnesses heard and 11 volumes of testimony gathered. 
Where are we now in the process? Shortly, we hope that the Pope will recognize that Father Justin practiced the Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity in an heroic manner. After that, only a first-class miracle is needed for Father Justin to be declared "Blessed." We feel confident that the Lord, when the time comes, will glorify his faithful servant through such a miracle.
Meanwhile, as Father Salvatore Russolillo says in a special edition of the Vocationist magazine, Spiritus Domini, "Let us ask Father Justin to perform the greatest of all miracles, the miracle of our sanctification." 
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Long before Father Justin died, his idea of creating a viable religious institution to minister to the needs of those called to a life of special service had already crystallized and become a functioning entity under the name of The Society of Divine Vocations.
[image: Vocationist Sisters continue...the mission among the youth]The Society is a religious community of pontifical rights, with public vows, in which its members strive to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, following his chaste, poor and obedient life. The Society's immediate goal is to provide the Church in general, and seminaries and religious houses in particular, with as many priests and religious as possible. Therefore, a Vocationist- regardless of his field of apostolate - will constantly strive to identify and care for those God calls to a life of special consecration. Once he has ascertained the validity of their call, he helps them discern whether the Lord calls them to serve in a religious congregation or in diocesan priesthood. Generally, this work of discernment is carried out in special Vocationist houses called "Vocationaries."
The Society of Divine Vocations endeavors, most of all, to pursue the divine union for its members and for all mankind by promoting the idea of universal sanctification and by urging everyone to practice "religious community life" which is to be extended ultimately to every class of people. Fr. Justin as matter of fact, believed that every human being in one way or another is called to a life of consecration which leads to holiness.. 
The Society has two branches: one for men -the Vocationist Fathers', and one for women - the Vocationist Sisters.
Although the two branches are totally independent of each other, they share common founder, goals and ideals, spirituality, charisma and fields of apostolate.
The Vocationist Fathers and Sisters, in a special way, partake of the charisma of the Vocationary, the unique gift that God granted Father Justin to serve the Church by fostering local vocations both for diocesan clergy and for a life of special consecration.
[image: Mother House and Chapel of the Vocationist Sisters in Pianura]These shared goals are well described by the Constitutions of the Vocationist Fathers and Sisters; "The Vocationists have as their special goal the search for and education of vocations for diocesan priesthood and religious life...in a very special way they care for the Vocationary". The Sisters' Constitutions state:: "The sowing and reaping of the Vocationist Sisters' activities consists in helping with their prayer, work and sacrifice the Vocationaries staffed by the Vocationist Fathers...in them God's chosen ones are cared for ...The Sisters will assist these elect of the Divine Vocations with motherly love."
In other words, the Society of Divine Vocations, both fathers and sisters, sustain and support the Vocationary. 
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Through its members the Society strives to achieve its goals by working in the following apostolate: 
VOCATIONARY 
"A Vocationary," Father Justin himself said, "is a religious house where, in a spirit of prayer and study, we educate and guide, free of charge, candidates who wish to dedicate themselves to a life of service to the Lord, but who are not oriented yet towards diocesan priesthood or religious congregations."
[image: Fr. Justin with a group of children]Therefore, a Vocationist, both in his daily activities, in schools, parishes and missions and in the exercises of his ministry - especially among the poor- will give his apostolate the special dimension of endeavoring to identify young men with signs of a divine call to a special life of personal holiness and service to others and guide them toward a Vocationary for further evaluation and strengthening of their vocations.
In the Vocationary, candidates study, pray and discern first of all the authenticity of their calling, under the guidance of the Vocationist Fathers; simultaneously, they are slowly introduced to an adequate knowledge and appreciation of a life of service either in diocesan priesthood or in a religious congregation.
Those who continue showing signs of Divine Call while living in a Vocationary have an opportunity of being exposed more deeply both to the life and ministry of a diocesan priest and to the mission and charisma of the main religious congregation in the Church. This discernment process, especially in young men, may take years.
Once a candidate reaches his final decision, the Vocationist Fathers make the necessary contact with the diocese or religious congregation that a given candidate has chosen and recommend him to the care of its superiors.
The duty of a Vocationist, however, does not end here. Whenever possible, he will try to keep in touch with the candidates who left the Vocationary and try to assist and help them in the pursuit of their goal. If the candidate has chosen diocesan priesthood and lacks financial means, the Vocationists will endeavor to help with his seminary expenses.
Candidate who, during their time of discernment in the Vocationary, became gradually drawn towards the Society of Divine Vocations will be admitted to the Postulancy and Novitiate of the Congregation to begin the formation program.
As we can see, the Vocationary is a very unique religious house and is a divine gift the Lord gave the Church through Father Justin. Its activities and goals are motivated by and based on very unselfish principles. A Vocationary, as a matter of fact, aims at providing the small seed of a vocation the environment conductive to healthy growth and to bearing fruit anywhere in the Church, not necessarily in the Society of Divine Vocations.
Once Fr. Justin referring to the work of the Vocationary, exclaimed with joy: "So far the Vocationary has sent some candidates to the Dominicans, Franciscans, Augustinians, Jesuits, Salesians, Xaverians and to seminaries...! How we rejoice to hear that the superiors are very happy with them!" Then he continued: "presently, another fifteen candidates are ready to follow them...it is our wish to prepare larger groups every year..." No better description of the mission of a Vocationary could be made.
Father Justin, in establishing the Vocationary, was always guided by the philosophy that the most effective, productive and happy human beings are those who succeed in doing in life what they were really called upon to do. Therefore, he reasoned, if we want holy, happy and successful priests or religious tomorrow, we have to make certain that all candidates have the opportunity of freely choosing the specific course of service God has individually planned for them. Father Justin's Vocationary strives to do exactly that. 
PARISHES 
The Vocationist Community accepts the pastoral care of parishes and considers them a permanent center of catechesis and vital source of priestly and religious vocations. For a Vocationist, a parish is the privileged place where a Divine call takes place, a precious womb that provides the Church with ministers for the sanctuary and with servants to the Gospel. The families living in a parish are the first Vocationaries where the seed of a vocation is first nourished. 
SCHOOLS 
The Vocationist Community promotes and staffs schools and educational activities aimed at providing spiritual, moral and academic formation for people from every walk of life. 
MISSIONS 
In obedience to the evangelical command: "Go to all people everywhere and make them my disciples..." the Congregation shares in the missionary nature of the Church and is always ready for Apostolic action in the mission land especially among the non-evangelized. 
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In order to fully understand the Charism and Spirituality of the Society, it will greatly help to realize that the Society of the Vocationist Fathers has two names: An official one Society of Divine Vocations, S.D.V., with which it is identified within the Church and society and through which it displays its active, social and ecclesiastical component; the other one, Society of Divine Union, S.D.U., which is designed to privately identify the Vocationists in their ascensional journey to the Lord and to designate the contemplative component of their vocation. Thus we have: 
SOCIETY OF DIVINE VOCATIONS 
The Society of Divine Vocations, as previously indicated, is a Society that administers to the needs of all vocations to faith, priesthood, religious life and holiness:
· "...to faith", in that all human creatures are called to faith. As a matter of fact, our Lord told his disciples: "Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation." ( Matthew 28, 19). Every Vocationist must be a messenger of this universal vocation to faith; in this sense their Congregation is eminently missionary in nature.
· "...to Priesthood and religious life" The members of the Society, regardless of the place where they carry on activities, will have as their primacy objective the care for those who show signs of a call to priesthood or religious life. This ministry to vocations takes place especially in the "Vocationaries," special religious homes where the vocationists accept and educate, free of charge, all those who seem to be called to a life of special service but are not yet oriented either towards a diocesan seminary or towards a religious congregation.
· "...and to holiness in general." We are all called to holiness. We have to correct the idea that holiness is only for some special people, and we are to spread around the conviction that holiness is for all, The good Lord has entrusted to the Vocationists the mission to extend this call to all people. Therefore, a Vocationist will strive to live a life of personal holiness first and after he will endeavor to help others achieve this particular state of friendship with the Lord that we call Holiness. As a result, the specific goal of every Vocationist is the apostolate of Universal Sanctification. 
Where does the Society of Divine Vocation implement its mission of calling everyone to faith, priesthood, religious life and holiness?
In the three specific fields of apostolate we mentioned above: Schools (Vocationaries), Parishes, and Missions. A Vocationist in any of these three fields of activity will try always to dedicate himself to his specific work. Therefore, in addition to being a good educator (in schools), or a good pastor (in parishes) or a zealous missionary ( in missions), he will display always particular care for those whom seem to have a special call to priesthood and religious life. For the accomplishment of this goal, he should use whenever he can, the help of the Vocationary, where the precious seed of a vocation is discerned, cultivated and guided in love and prayer.
SOCIETY OF DIVINE UNION 
The Society of Divine Union is the contemplative component of the Society of Divine Vocations. It is the spiritual vehicle that provides souls with all the means necessary for the achievement of a personal union with the Most Holy Trinity and for a highly fruitful service to the brothers.
More than a Society, it is an ascetical/mystical pathway designed by Fr. Justin for the guidance and support of those souls who, with strength of spirit and generosity of heart, have decided to strive for the highest possible level of intimacy with God and for the most humble and unselfish service to others.
The Society of Divine Union, therefore, is not a Society that one joins as a member of in order to acquire certain rights and perform certain duties. It is rather a road on which souls are invited to travel, a program they are to follow, a set of commitments they are to make if they wish to come into the presence of the Triune God and become one with Him.
When a Vocationist has decided firmly that what he wants most in his life is divine union with God, then the Society of the Divine Vocations, feeling almost inadequate to accompany him in his mystical ascent, deems it convenient to entrust him to the care of a totally ascetical vessel, the Society of the Divine Union.
The Society of Divine Union gradually introduces the soul to the pathway leading to God and to the Divine Union with Him, acquaints it with the ascetical program leading to the final goal and initiates it to a rigorous lifestyle comparable only to the austere and uncompromising life of a mountain climber. The summit is the goal and passion of the climber; Divine Union becomes the only reality and ultimate destination of this soul in quest of oneness with its Lord and God.
The exciting new personal journey thus begins: with the assistance of the S.D.U. the soul realizes that the most powerful means for its ascent towards the Divinity will consist in the establishment of a "Family Relation" with the Triune God. The holy family of Nazareth is the prototype to imitate and the instrument to use in this ascensional trip to the Lord. Jesus of Nazareth will mold the soul into the relationship divine "sonship"; the Virgin Mary will mold the soul the soul into the relationship of a divine "motherhood"; St. Joseph will mold the soul into the relationship of a soul-spouse of God.
The mystical flight of Fr. Justin goes even further. It seems that he is not satisfied with the fact that the Vocationist achieves one of these three family relationships with God spoken of thus far.
He longs for, both for himself and his religious, a relationship with the Most Holy Trinity that will gather in itself all the qualities of the three relationships enjoyed by the members of the Holy Family, just as it occurred in the Blessed Mother who at the same time was the Mother of Jesus, the Daughter of the Father and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit.
This highest goal of the Vocationist soul appears to be very natural to Fr. Justin. As a matter of fact, he reasoned thus: "Every Christian in baptism becomes God's child because he receives the divine grace which is participation in divine nature. Through sacraments, prayers and good deeds this relationship of sonship and the other two relationships as well, are bound to grow more and more and eventually will lead the baptized soul to Divine Union with the Triune God.
Therefore, it is not too much to expect," Fr. Justin says, that a Vocationist "achieve the same goal through an intense spiritual and ascetical struggle and through the unceasing imitation and support of Jesus, Mary and Joseph."
Where dos this long spiritual itinerary unfold?
The Triune Church (Militant, Suffering, and Triumphant) is the ideal environment for this spiritual ascent. In fact, the Church is but the extension of the Holy Family destined to accept as its members all souls who find in it all the necessary elements for the achievements of Divine Union, namely ascetical struggle, purification and illumination. Therefore, the same Church that is the reflection of the Divine life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit becomes the nuptial champer of Divine Union.
If we would like to sum up the Vocationist spirituality we can do it in thirteen words: Ascension to the Holy Trinity through the Holy Family in the Holy Church.
One day someone asked Fr. Justin this question: "Practically, how can we reach Divine Union?" This was his approximate answer: "All souls who live in sanctifying grace do enjoy a certain degree union with God and possess a certain degree of theological, cardinal and moral virtues. If these souls endeavor to grow in their possession of these virtues, they will gradually reach that family relation, which in turn leads us to a real Divine Union with Most Holy Trinity."
Fr. Justin then continued: "Let me be even more practical: If we, with humility, generosity and faithfulness, establish ourselves in a loving obedience to the divine commandments, we have already reached the first grade of Union with God.
If we establish ourselves with humility, generosity and faithfulness in a loving obedience to the divine counsels, we have achieved the second degree of Union with God.
If we establish ourselves with humility, generosity and fidelity, in the loving obedience to the approved divine inspirations, we have already achieved the third degree of Union with God." Then Fr. Justin concluded: "Needless to say, for those who are religious, the first approved inspirations are the Constitutions, the Directories, the orders of superiors, daily schedule, etc."
Another day this question was posed to Fr. Justin: "Will we be able to achieve Divine Union in this life or do we have to wait for eternal life?"
Fr. Justin answered with these words: "We deem life as an engagement of our soul with our Divine Lover, the One God in Three Persons, and thus we prepare ourselves during this lifetime to the consummation of our Union in the eternity." (Spiritus Domini, Jan. 1931, page 7, N. 3). 
The answer that he gave to the same question on a different occasion, both confirms and clarifies the previous one: "We can reach Divine Union in this life also, but in an imperfect manner; the perfect Divine Union will be reached only in eternity," he said.
FOLLOWING JESUS IN OUR ASCENT... 
In this spiritual journey towards the Divine Trinity, following the footprints of the Holy Family and with their support and assistance, it will be of great help for us to live a strongly Christ-centered life. Jesus is both united with the Holy Family, because he is the Son of Mary, and to the Holy Trinity, because He is the Son of the Father. He can be the link through the Holy Family that will unite us to the Divine Trinity. This is the reason why Fr. Justin recommended that a Vocationist receive Jesus every day in three different ways, under the appearance of three different sacraments:
Daily, a Vocationist has to meet and receive: 
1) Jesus- Gospel; therefore he must read, study and meditate on the Holy Scripture in general and on the Gospel in particular. This is our communion with God's Word.
2) Jesus- Eucharist; in it he will find the strength and courage he needs for his work and ascension.
3) Jesus- Church, through which he will unite himself with Him in his brothers and sisters wherever he encounters them.
For Fr. Justin Jesus is the gravitational force that should attract every soul and make interior life possible; if we do not feel this power of attraction, it is due to the fact that we are chained to other attractions that pull us in the opposite direction. These chains we must break in order for our soul to fall into Jesus' gravitational pull.
MYSTICAL DREAM OR REALITY? 
The mystical journey delineated by Fr. Justin is so perfect and detailed that at first sight we may have the impression that it is just a dream of a holy man, a flight of human imagination in love with the divine. Yet, if we stop at every statement and meditate on every step described by Fr. Justin, we will discover that his ascetical castle is not new and is all based on the Holy Scripture.
Fr. Justin himself tells us in many ways that both the Old and the New Testament are nothing else but the description of the loving relationship between God and Humanity, between God and chosen people between God and the Church. This loving relationship is often described as a nuptial relationship.
This can be illustrated by many examples: the Book of the "Song of the Songs", the Book of Ester, the Book of Osea, Ezekiel 16, Isaiah 61, 10; in Mt. 19, 15, Jesus Calls himself the spouse with respect to his apostles; in all the parables of the Kingdom he compares himself to the spouse. St. Paul, Eph. 5, teaches us that marriage of man and wife is a symbol of the union of Christ and his Church (and with every soul); Rev. 19, 7 talks about the wedding of the Lamb and 21, 2 and 9 present the new Jerusalem (the Church, the souls) as the bride prepared for her encounter with the groom. Therefore, Fr. Justin's only aim is to give structure and logic to the ascending journey of a human soul, which because of its own divine origin, struggles to draw ever closer to her God and lose herself in His Being in Divine Union with Him.
VOCATIONIST EMBLEM 
[image: Vocationist Emblem]If we would like to see all these ideas all that compose the spiritual itinerary of a Vocationist in a more graphic and symbolic manner, we must look at the Vocationist Emblem. There it appears clearly that a Vocationist is called upon to serve God's people in Parishes, Schools (Vocationaries) and Missions, and to strive for a continuous ascension to the Blessed Trinity (triangle) through the Holy Family (heart, star and lily = Jesus, Mary and Joseph), in the Triumphant, Militant and Suffering Church.
To those who find the Vocationist Emblem too detailed and complicated, Fr. Justin more than once said in his instructions: "The essence of our Emblem consists in three circles intertwined with a triangle;" therefore, Fr. Justin indicates that a simplified version of our Emblem is acceptable. 
"This Emblem is meant to be a ray for every intelligence, an arrow for every heart and a place for every soul that wants to start its journey toward Divine Union." Thus he wrote one day presenting the Vocationist emblem to the readers of "Spiritus Domini." 
Return to Top



	[bookmark: THE_VOCATIONIST_AND_THE_BLESSED_MOTHER]THE VOCATIONIST AND THE BLESSED MOTHER 
If the Society of Divine Vocations were something that we could pain, the colors that we would use would certainly be the colors of the Blessed Mother, blue and white.
Father Justin's piety, as a matter of fact, was always oriented towards a profound devotion to the Blessed Mother. Perhaps he inherited this devotion from his parents.
[image: The Vocationist Shrine of the Blessed Mother of the Green Valley Bovino (FG)]His preachings and writings clearly show that Mary played a very important role both in the fostering of his vocation and in the mission of God entrusted to him. It was his wish that Marian devotion be reflected in the daily life of prayer of the members of his Congregation. The continuous growth of his devotion to Mary may have been originated by what he wrote to his spiritual director on May 30, 1926. "On May 11, 1926, without any preparation on my part, without any association of ideas...with an unmistakable certainty it was appointing the Blessed Virgin...as our immediate Superior."
From that day on the Superiorship of Mary is celebrated on the eleventh of May and in every Vocationist House there is always a room designated as "Blessed Mother's Room." In addition, when a Vocationist candidate pronounces his first vows he takes the name of Mary as his second name.
The favorite title under which Father Justin and his Religious love to honor the Blessed Mother is "Our Lady of Divine Vocations." According to Father Justin, this was the basic reason for entrusting all Vocations to the protection of the Blessed Mother: Mary was chosen to be the Mother of Jesus who remains always the first Vocation of the Father and the First Priest. Therefore, he concluded "She is in charge of all who choose a special life of dedication to the Divine Trinity and to God's people." 
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BRAZIL 
[image: A Vocationiist Sister preparing youngsters for a parade in honor of Blessed Mother Aparecida (Brazil)]
When Father Justin died in 1955, the Congregation had already been in Brazil for five years. Most of the eight initial students who had gone there from Italy were ordained. Since then, with the help and encouragement of the Superiors General who followed Father Justin - Father John Galasso, Father Raphael Castiglione and Father James Capraro - the vocation work was intensified and soon started bearing fruit. New houses were opened, Vocationaries were organized and young Brazilian men were ordained.
Today our vocation efforts are quite successful there and the number of new Religious is on a steady rise.
The activities of the Vocationist Fathers in his Country are complemented by the apostolate and zeal of the Vocationist Sisters. They have been successful in establishing several religious houses and vocation centers here, and have been blessed by many native vocations.
FRANCE 
The Society of Divine Vocations has been active in France for many years through the presence of the Vocationist Sisters. They have been catering there especially to the needs of diocesan vocations and to the healing and guiding of young people from broken homes.
ARGENTINA
[image: A Vocationist Father, Fr. Cajetan baptizing soliders in Argentina]
In 1984, the Superior General of the Vocationist Fathers, Reverend Raphael Castiglione was invited to open a mission in Argentina by the Archbishop of San Juan, the Most Reverend Italo Di Stefano.
On August 31, 1984, a group of Vocationist Fathers arrived in Argentina and were assigned to do parish work in three parishes in the pre-Andes. As good Religious of Father Justin, the fathers began vocation work, in addition to parish work, and soon the divine blessings upon their endeavors became visible.
Presently, the Vocationists have two Religious houses in Argentina and a good number of young men studying and training for priesthood and religious life. 
NIGERIA 
On October 4, 1991, at the invitation of the Most Rev. Victor Chiqwe, Bishop of Ahiara Mbaise, Imo State, Nigeria, the Vocationist Fathers founded a mission in that part of Africa. It's their intention to spread, there also, the ideals of Fr. Justin Vocationary: Vocations for the whole Church!
Recently we learned that the Vocationist Sisters as well are actively pursuing tentative plans to establish their Congregation in the Philippines, a fertile vocation ground. The message of Fr. Justin may soon resound, for the first time, in the Pacific.
This fervor of activities certainly indicates that the Society of Divine Vocations is alive and well, and is ready to accept the vocation challenge of the upcoming third millennium of Christianity.
UNITED STATES 
The Vocationist Fathers first arrived in the United States on August 9, 1962 when Father John Galasso was Superior General.
The first two Priests assigned to the new Mission took residence at 196 Broad Street, Newark, NJ.
[image: First Residence of Vocationist Fathers]Archbishop Boland had invited the fathers to the Archdiocese of Newark to minister to the spiritual and social needs of the Spanish-speaking people who, at that time, were flocking to his archdiocese in increasing numbers.
The fathers began working with the Spanish-speaking from the urban areas of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Michael's and St. Rose of Lima, and extended their Apostolate to wherever it was needed. They managed to assist the newcomers in the practice of their Catholic faith and, at the same time, attempted to cater to their material needs: employment, medical and legal assistance and better housing.
With the passing of years, new Vocationist priest and students joined the original fathers and tried to give them a hand in their growing services to the community.
As the work of the fathers progressed and started bearing fruits, it became apparent that the Spanish speaking people needed a place that they could call home and where they could feel more comfortable. The fathers presented the idea to Archbishop Boland who readily approved their plan. 
[image: Archbishop Boland dedicates Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church]Half a block away from the fathers residence was a church building, formerly Protestant, owned by the neighboring Catholic parish of St. Michael's. Archbishop Boland decided to refurbish it and convert it into a Church and Community Center for the Spanish-speaking people in the City of Newark. 
In the renovated building, the fathers celebrated Mass every day, administered the Sacraments and conducted C.C.D. classes for children and adults and provided a study hall for children with learning difficulties.
The Fathers were particularly active with the poor, whom they tried to assist in every way possible. For their welfare and guidance, they established an anti-poverty program called FOCUS. This program still operates today and is funded by the State of New Jersey and the Federal Government.
On June 19, 1966 and in May, 1972, the fathers were called to serve respectively in Penns Grove, N.J. in the diocese of Camden and in Lancaster, PA in the diocese of Harrisburg. The fathers worked in both Parishes for many years. There they ministered to the parish and school needs and always showed great sensitivity to the poor, the sick and the elderly.
[image: Sisters and children enjoying break time at Perpetual Help Nursery, Newark, N.J.]The Vocationist Mission in the United States was enriched by the presence of the Vocationist Sisters on July, 1967 when they were invited to join the Fathers in Newark. As soon as they arrived, they began teaching Catechism to the children, evangelizing the adults, and assisting the families in their needs and providing jobs.
God wanted something more from them.
One day, a young man knocked at the door of the convent and told the Superior: "Yesterday my wife left me with these three children. I have to go to work to provide for them. You must care for my children. I'll pick them up at 5 p.m." He turned around and left without waiting for an answer. The Sisters looked at each other, puzzle and bewildered. That same day they decided to start a Nursery in their Convent for children of working parents.
Many years have passed since then, and today the Sisters are still there teaching children, helping the poor, staffing a nursery with 200 little ones ranging in ages from 2 to 5 years.
For fifteen years the fathers worked within the boundaries of St. Michael's Parish by establishing a vigorous Spanish community at our Lady of Perpetual Help Center 170 Broad Street, Newark, NJ.
[image: St. Michael's Church, Newark, New Jersey]However, in the course of a few years, gradually, the English-speaking parishioners of St. Michael's began moving to the suburbs and were replaced by Spanish-speaking parishioners.
It was this time that the Most Reverend Peter Gerety, the new Archbishop of Newark, requested the Vocationist Fathers to merge our Lady of Perpetual Help Center with St. Michael's Parish. The Fathers accepted the Archbishop's request and moved to face a new challenge on August 15, 1977.
The merging of the two Churches resulted in a renewed vitality in the Parish of St. Michael and in all parish-sponsored activities. St. Michael's school enrollment went up to 600 children, Perpetual Help nursery soon started catering to the needs of 200 toddlers, the Archangel clinic for the poor was organized and a daily distribution of food to the needy became a permanent activity.
[image: Interior of St. Nicholas Church, Palisades Park, New Jersey]After almost thirty years of dedicated work, St. Michael's and Perpetual Help today efficiently continue reaching out to the needs of people and affecting their lives both religiously and educationally.
During the years that the Vocationist Fathers have spent in the United States, they always tried to fulfill their specific mission on behalf of vocations and care for candidates who came to them for direction and guidance in their vocation. In January, 1982, however, they convened a special meeting in which they evaluated their work and addressed the possibility of initiating wider growth in the United States. To this end, it was decided to explore the possibility of finding a Bishop willing to entrust to them the pastoral care of an additional parish that would offer some facilities the Fathers could use for their candidates.
On March 5, 1982, a call came from the Most Reverend Peter Gerety, Archbishop of Newark, urging the Vocationist Fathers to take on the responsibility of St. Nicholas Parish in Palisades Park, NJ. The premises of this parish included an empty convent that they could use! God's hand was visible!
Thus vocation work proceeded with more seriousness and dedication and the fathers redoubled their efforts on behalf of prospective candidates who began knocking at their doors.
For a few years, they were satisfied to be able to foster vocations under the shadow of the parish bell tower...just as their Founder had done in Pianura!
Still, the Fathers soon realized that the education they were giving their candidates had few advantages and may drawbacks. On one hand, it provided the advantage of exposure of the candidates to the real world during their formation years, but on the other hand, they did not enjoy an isolated setting conductive to reading, studying and praying.
It was becoming evermore evident that the building of a Vocationary for a specific vocation apostolate was necessity. To this end they began looking for a building site and for good friends and benefactors who could help them in their plan.
[image: On May 27, 1989, the Vocationist Fathers and Sisters join Bishop Rodimer in the blessing of Vocationist complex]Once again, Divine Providers surprised them. In 1986, Jack Burstyn, a man of Jewish faith, informed of the needs of the fathers, offered to donate 30 acres of land in Florham Park, N.J. for the purpose of building two religious houses, one for the Fathers and one for the Sisters. 

[image: The Most Rev. Frank Rodimer, assisted by Fr. Mario and Mr. Larry Paragano, cut the ribbon for the inaguration of Fr. Justin Vocationary]Many other benefactors joined Mr. Burstyn and generously contributed to the building of the first Vocationary in the United States. The new house of Formation was called Father Justin Vocationary and was solemnly blessed and inaugurated on May 27, 1989 by the Most Reverend Frank J. Rodimer, Bishop of Paterson, N. J. 
[image: Fr. James Capraro and Sr. Josephine Rosato, respectively Superiors of General of the Vocationist Fathers and Sisters address religious and friends on the day of the inaguration of their Houses][image: Vocationist Sister]At Father Justin Vocationary, the Vocationist Fathers have both postulancy and novitiate. In addition, there they sponsor weekend retreats for youths, and for special parish groups, days of recollection for members of parish organizations and vocation guidance for all those who feel called to a life of special consecration. 
[image: Statue of Fr. Justin]
A statue of Father Justin has been placed in front of the Vocationary which seems to say to those who search for meaning and direction in life "Come to me, I will teach you how to pursue peace and union with God in a life of service to others." 
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Pianura: a volcanic land
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